Starter activity for cells using flash cards

Part 1 What do pupils know about what animals and plants are made of and what organs do?

· Use as the very first activity in the cells unit to find out pupils prior knowledge

· Give pairs of pupils the first set of flash cards

· Ask the following questions, pupils are to select the correct answer but not hold it up until you say, “show me”, this allows for 
thinking time and avoids pupils just copying each others choice.

1. Which part of a plant absorbs water?

2. Which part of your body pumps blood?

3. Where in your body is food broken down?

4.  Which part of your body removes waste from the blood?

5. Which part of a plant makes food?

6. Where in a plant is water and food carried round the plant?

7. Which part of your body controls the rest of your body?

8. Where in your body does oxygen get into your blood?

9. What is the general name for all these different parts of animals and plants?

10. What are organs made of?

11. If you looked through a microscope - what are you made of?

12. Which card is the odd one out (and why)?

Part 2 What do pupils know about different parts of a cell?

· Use after you have taught the difference between animal and plant cells, to help you spot if any pupils are mixed up about some of the terminology (e.g. chloroplast and cytoplasm)

· Give pairs of pupils the second set of flash cards and ask the following questions using “show me” as before

· Pupils could sort the cards into cell parts all cells have and cell parts only plant cells have

(NB this activity works well as a plenary to help you assess what pupils have learnt)

1. Which part of a cell controls everything that happens in the cell?

2. Which part of a plant cell keeps its shape?

3. Which is usually bigger, a plant cell or an animal cell?

4. Which type of cell contains a vacuole – plant cell, animal cell or both?

5. Which type of cell has a cell membrane – plant cell, animal cell or both?

6. What do you call the green circles in a plant cell?

7. Which type of cell is often a rectangle – plant cell or animal cell?

8. Where do chemical reactions happen in a cell?

9. Which part of a cell lets things pass in and out of the cell?

10. Which part of a plant cell is not found in an onion cell?

11. What is a vacuole full of?

12. Which card is the odd one out (and why)?
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