Robert Hooke Story

In 1648 Hooke entered Westminster School going on to Christ Church Oxford in 1653.


His experiments represent the first examples of a carefully planned series of investigations, using purposely designed apparatus. Hooke understood very well that although technology can progress without science, science needs technology; measuring instruments were required to extend human perception, and these instruments had to be accurately made. Much of his effort was directed towards the improvement of measuring devices.

From 1662 he was appointed Curator of Experiments at the newly formed Royal Society; his task was to furnish the society every week with 3 or 4 experiments. As a result he seldom worked out his researches to their fullest extent before moving on. Other people, often developed the work to a point where they would justifiably receive credit for it.


In 1665 Hooke published a book called Micrographia. Here he used for the first time the word cell to describe what cork looked like, as he thought that the box shapes were like rooms that Monks lived in called cells.


Astronomy was the science that Hooke pursued for longer than any other. He did much work on the development of the telescope. The planets cannot be observed for long without wondering about the nature of gravity.. Work that was to result in Hooke’s famous disagreement with Newton. When Newton published his work on gravity, Hooke felt that he had not been given enough credit for his earlier work, a view that Newton never forgave. The relationship became more and more unfriendly. It has even been suggested that Newton destroyed Hooke’s portrait. Hooke became secretive in his work. 


In the last years of his life Robert Hooke became blind and bedridden with swollen legs, suggestive of diabetes. His mind remained active. He died in his rooms at Gresham College 3rd March 1703

